
makes Ms. Kristie very happy! 
One thing that doesn’t make Ms. 
Kristie happy is to see the new 
and donated books removed 

from the library 
desk before they 
can be cataloged 
and tagged. 
Several books 
have gone missing 
from the data 
entry pile of late. 
The 4 missing 
books are Who 
Is/Who Was 
biographies that 
we bought from 
Barnes and Noble 
in August.  We 

originally purchased 24 which are 
already on the shelves in the old 
library but “Who Was J.R.R 
Tolkein,” “Who Was Robert 
Ripley,” “Who Was Stan Lee,”  
and “Who Was Monet” have 
disappeared. If you or your 
student have borrowed any of 
these titles, please return them 
so that we can put them into the 
system and get them out on the 
shelves for everyone to enjoy. 
We invite you to stop by to visit 
the “old” library while it is still in 
use, and to help renovate the 
“new” library while there is still 

so much work left to do. Please 
join our team and help to make 
the new library a clean, cozy, 
inviting space for all to use. 
Email Kristie Gilbert at 
klgilb@earthlink.net to 
volunteer or just show up 
between 9-3 any weekday and 
we’ll put you to work! This 
100% parent run project is a 
labor of love and all it’s missing 
is YOU! 

You may be tired of hearing 
this but...IT DOES TAKE A 
VILLAGE and that is exactly 
what we have needed to 
expand the school library from 
it’s present location east of the 
Toddler class, over to the Plum 
Cottage, east of the sand 
playground, where we will have 
an additional 1500 square feet 
for 

books. The Cottonwood 
parent volunteers have helped 
us to improve the library by 
raising an impressive $9200 at 
last year’s auction to purchase 
the Solomon Schechter Day 
School library for $7500. The 
remaining $1700 will be spent 
on shelving and cataloging 
supplies.  
The design and building of the 
shelves is UNDERWAY! Our 
volunteer librarian, Kristie 
Gilbert, has met with 
Cottonwood dad, Ryan 
Matthes, several times now and 
he has taken dimensions from 
the new space and made 
sketches around the proposed 
layout. Ryan has a dedicated 
wood shop on his property, so 
he would really like it if 
volunteers for building the 

shelves would come to his 
house on a weekend so 
everyone could work together 
there to whip the shelves out. 
This will ensure that we 
have a cohesive space 
with shelving that is 
designed to match and 
compliment the the other 
furniture. More on that as 
the dates become known. 
Kristie has cataloged 
several hundred new and 
donated books into the 
database since September 
and is training Liz 
Sherman how to catalog 
as well. Kristie and Liz 
have also put several 
hundred books from the SSDS 
collection into the old library 
space so it is CHOCK FULL of 
new selections for the children.  
This way the library is open 
and available to our students 
while the new space is being 
refurbished. The elementary 
classes have begun coming 
through the library on weekly 
class visits and they are doing a 
good job of finding new titles 
and generally keeping things 
pretty 
neat in 
there! 
We’ve 
noticed 
that many 
students 
are 
branching 
out from 
their 
comfort 
zone of 
known 
books and are exploring new 
authors and subjects which 

Library Volunteers...a Labor of Love! 
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UPCOMING  

EVENTS :  

• Nov 6–     

BURRITOS! 

• Nov 7-OPEN 

HOUSE 

• Nov 8-

FIREBOLT 

FAMILY FUN 

RUN @9AM 

• Nov 18-

SPIRIT 

NIGHT AT IL 

VICINOS 

ALL DAY 

LONG 

• Nov 20–  

COFFEE IN 

THE LANE 

• Nov 24-

CLASS 

FEASTS 

• Nov 25-27-

NO SCHOOL 

DAYCARE 

ON WED/FRI 

ONLY 
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Spirit Night = Family Dinner! 

Parent to Parent…  

A Community Festival to Welcome Fall! 
If there ever was an event that 

demonstrated the love and 

generosity of our Cottonwood 

parent body, it is the annual 

Fall Festival! 

Our parents turned out with 

dozens of desserts for Julie’s 

Dessert Dance and raised  

funds for the hungry in our 

community. 

Our parents turned out with 

seven big crockpots of chile 

and dozens more of delicious, 

homemade soup for the Empty 

Bowls project benefitting St. 

Martin’s in downtown 

Albuquerque.  

Our parents signed up to 

staff all of the activities and 

then they even stayed to 

help clean up and put it all 

away! 

 

Together, our parents 

served over 300 hotdogs, 

roasted over 300 

marshmallows, raised $1000 

from soup sales and filled 

two and half barrels of food 

for The Storehouse! 

 

Grandparent, Russ Vigil even 

rescued the hayride with his 

own tractor when ours konked 

out.  

It was great fun to greet so 

many returning alumni parents 

still supporting the school and 

our hunger initiatives! What a 

treat to see everyone out and 

about the campus enjoying a 

starlit night together.  

Sadly, the Pony Ride was a no 

show, but the collaborative 

painting was a hit! Kiera Hensel 

won the  finished painting, seen 

at the left. 

saucers. I see the painted 

picnic tables which will soon 

be filled with dangling legs and 

untied shoe laces. I imagine the 

children in motion, hula 

hooping, climbing the apple 

trees, foraging in the scraggy 

brush along the fence to find 

the perfect hideout. There are 

sounds of joy and kindness and 

curiosity and learning that 

"I walk the familiar path from 

parking lot to campus and hear 

the soft crunch of gravel under 

my feet, the cluck of the 

chickens as they ruffle their 

feathers. I see the green leaves 

abundant in the garden and the 

neighbor's horses out at 

pasture. I see the tiny wind 

chime Ms. Sara made from the 

remnants of teapots and china 

make up the soil at 

Cottonwood School. The 

sounds seep into the trees, 

and the bees and the 

air...where we can all breathe 

it in and carry it with us, 

spreading farther, and always 

remembering from whence it 

came. Cottonwood...a magical 

place that allows us all to 

grow."    ~Mary Hobbs 

Corrales Road, just a few miles 

down from the school on the 

left, next to Hanselman’s 

Pottery. 

The Bistro is a popular 

watering hole owned by 

former Cottonwood parent, 

Fritz Allen. We are happy to 

support Fritz as a locally 

owned business and he very 

generously supports us right 

back by offering a percentage 

of the till on our special night. 

The Bistro is a family friendly 

establishment which serves a 

variety of delicious foods and 

beverages sure to please 

everyone. You can view their 

menu here: 

http://cbbistro.com/ 

 

So save the date, and we’ll see 

you at the Bistro on the 21th! 

The monthly spirit nights are a 

great way for families to get 

together after school hours for 

a relaxing social time with 

family and friends, take the 

night off from cooking, and 

earn the CSPA extra cash! It’s 

a WIN-WIN!  

Join us, if you can, for the 

October Spirit Night on 

Wednesday, October 21st at 

the Corrales Bistro on 

C S P A  N E W S  



SIX SIMPLE WAYS TO FUNDRAISE! 

1.  Clip box tops. Bundle, label them with student and teacher name, and deposit in class 

or the MPR. (Unfortunately, Box Tops that have expired are not eligible.L ) 

 

2.  Clip UPCs and collect beverage/sauce caps from participating products and 

deposit in the MPR. 

3.amazonsmile	Shop online anytime from www.smile.amazon.com utilizing your current 

amazon account and products and choose Cottonwood School as your charity.  If the product you buy is a 

participating item, the school will earn 0.5%. 

4.  Enroll your Target Visa or Debit at www.Target.com/TCOE  or 800-316-6142 and des-

ignate Cottonwood as your school.  You receive a 5% discount and the school receives 1%. 

5.  Smith’s Community Rewards  -Visit www.SmithsCommunityRewards.com , 

sign in to your account or create one, find and select Cottonwood NPO# 84025, click save, and earn the 

school a percentage when you shop. 

6.   Use your barcode or key tag anytime you shop, the program will end 

12/31/15. Find key tags in MPR. www.albertsons.com Community Partners. 
These programs work best with many supporters!  Please inform your family and friends. Each program 

takes about five minutes to initiate, but can amount to a great benefit if we all work together!  If you 

have any questions, need assistance in signing up, or would like to volunteer please do not hesitate to 

contact Leslie Wegrzynek at  lwegrzynek@cableone.net.  With your participation we will meet our 

goals this year!  Thank you. 



transported the clay bowls to 

the MPR 

• Chris Pacheco reviewed 

contracts for pro bono legal 

services. 

• Jodi Harrington, RN, ran  a 

health class for our staff. 

• Captain Mike White ran a 

first aid/CPR class for our 

staff. 

• Sarah Rhodes, Jodi 

Harrington and Matthew 

Faulkner accompany Moe at 

sing along. 

• Danielle Cossett spent 3 

hours training our faculty on 

the Nurtured Heart 

Approach. 

 

• Peggy Weeks  helped to 

organize Picture Day! 

• Adison Heinemann's parents 

ran the glaze tables at Empty 

Bowls. 

• Richard Jimenez's mom did 

the clay cutting and prep at 

Empty Bowls. 

• Susan Torres helped with 

glaze tables, while & Anjelica 

S. did the clay cutting and 

prep at Empty Bowls. 

• Dan 

Busse 

loaded, 

cleaned 

up and 

• Maria Dominguez bought 

pizza for the staff and 

students who remained 

behind for the Fall break. 

• Kristie Gilbert and Teresa 

Leberknight for painting the 

school library!  

• Everyone who pitched in to 

make the Fall Festival such a 

happy occasion for us all! 

 

CSPA Executive Council 

President 

Matthew Faulkner 

Past President 

Jodi Harrington 

President Elect 

Sandy Tijerina 

Secretary 

Lindsay Walker 

Treasurer 

Vince Torres 

 

CSPA MISSION 

The mission of the CSPA is to enhance 

students’ learning environment through 

increased parental involvement by: 

•planning, carrying out, or assisting with a variety of 

school and CSPA functions and fundraisers that 

benefit the entire community; 

•fostering a strong all-inclusive community among the 

parents, students, faculty and staff; 

•advocating for the schools mission statement; and 

•providing an opportunity for the parents of 

Cottonwood students to exchange opinions and 

information concerning matters of interest common 

to all parents. 

PARENTS MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 


